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The Beginning of a Great Global Awakening? 

In Christian history there have been two great accelerants of the Great Commission: persecution and natural disasters. Today we are seeing a 
combination of both, and it may indicate that we are on the precipice of a great global awakening.  

It’s always been this way.  

When people are confronted with the frailty of life, especially when shaken out of times of calm and prosperity, they often end up on their knees 
with their eyes toward Heaven, looking for answers. And when people are persecuted for their faith, it demonstrates something supernatural 
about their relationship with Jesus Christ to their neighbors.  

In other words, natural disasters shine a light on the love of the church, and persecution demonstrates the truth and power of the Gospel. Right 
now, we are seeing persecution of Christians on a scale unrealized before, at a time when our interconnected world is experiencing its first truly 
global natural disaster. 

In the past, on a much smaller scale, moments like these have been the prologue to millions awakening to the Gospel. Imagine what could hap-
pen this time, in our interconnected, digital age. 

When pandemics devastated the Roman Empire in A.D. 165 and 250, Christians met the obligation to care for the sick rather than 
desert them, and therefore saved enormous numbers of lives, according to one noted historian. Throughout history, Christians have run to help 
those in need when others run away to protect themselves. The Christian response to both Roman plagues resulted in mortality being reduced 
by as much as two-thirds.  

These “healers” did so in the Name of Jesus Christ, and they did it with the Gospel on their lips. In fact, the testimony of Christians became so 
widely known that one of their early persecutors complained that the Christians “support not only their own poor but ours as well.”  

The last pandemic—the 1918 Spanish Flu outbreak—was a time of global fear and tens of millions of deaths, but the church 
responded by helping those in need while making sure they also heard the Gospel. An Assemblies of God paper wrote, “The saints of God need 
have no fear, they can look up to Heaven and rejoice in the certain knowledge that their redemption draweth nigh.” Another edition of the same 
paper spoke of a missionary woman in India who worked “night and day caring for the sick” until she succumbed to the disease herself.  

In 1946, Billy Graham’s message met open hearts in a riven Europe. He wrote in his memoir, “We were there less than a year after 
the end of World War II, and we encountered shortages, hardships and rationing everywhere.” God raised up Mr. Graham in a world that had 
barely survived the Spanish Flu, then Nazism, and was soon threatened by socialism and communism. Millions were searching for hope, and 
they found it in the Gospel message. 

The great persecutions of the early church led to the Christianization of the Roman Empire, and the persecution of believers in 
Europe led to the establishment of the United States, which became the greatest missionary sending nation in history. The terror of Chairman 
Mao’s cultural revolution led to a Christian movement that has grown steadily through the decades, so that now China’s Christians number 
more than its Communist Party members. The persecution of the Christians by the Soviets led to today’s thriving Christian churches through-
out the former Soviet Bloc and even in Russia. The fastest-growing Christian movement in the world may be Iran’s underground church, and 
one-quarter of those living in the world’s most populated Muslim country, Indonesia, are now Christians. 

Pandemics and persecutions have often led to massive movements toward Jesus Christ. David Livingstone was right when he 
wrote, “The best remedy for a sick church is to put it on a missionary diet.”  

Livingstone’s “missionary diet” consisted of enduring any hardship to the point of death in order to go wherever God led. The result was the 
spectacular launch of Christianity on a continent many leaders considered too spiritually dark to penetrate—Africa. And now, there are more 
Christians in Africa than on any other continent. 

We may feel like we are living in a dark world today. The world has been brought to its knees by attempts to manage the pandemic. Churches 
were shuttered. Pastors have been silenced in many parts of the world. Missions were hampered.  

And yet, God’s work has continued unabated throughout the world. Ask pastors like David Jeremiah, Greg Laurie or Jack Graham about the 
numbers coming to faith through web, radio and television ministries. Ask health care workers on the front lines of the pandemic working for 
Samaritan’s Purse or the pastors laboring behind the scenes around the world. Ask about the impact of schools and community health centers 
in India, or travel to the Middle East with me and sit with the leaders of Muslim nations who increasingly see Christians as indispensable bless-
ings to their countries. 

Paul’s words to the Colossians could have been written today: “All around the world the Gospel is growing and bearing much fruit” (Cf. Colos-
sians 1:6). 

As we know from Scripture, where sin abounds, grace abounds even more. So it should not surprise us that the Gospel seems to shine the 
brightest in moments of pain and persecution. We must hold fast to our faith and be prepared to care for others, always being a witness along 
the way. 

History’s great struggles tend to be the impetus for its next Great Awakening. ©2021 Johnnie Moore 
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Have you made a decision for Christ because of what you have 
read here? If so, please click on the "I have accepted Christ 
today" button below. 

If you have any questions, please use the question form 

on our Bible Questions Answered page.  

 

 

Budget Needs:   $7,157.70 

Budget Receipt:   $6,854.00 

Local missionary fund  $100.00 

Pure water pure love  $100.00 

God's Blessings  sept. 5, 2021 

Budget Needs:   $7,157.70 

Budget Receipt:   $10,047.00 

Baptist Men:    $171.00 

Local missionary fund  $120.00 

God's Blessings  sept. 12, 2021 

On behalf of the Nominating Committee, we still need servants in 

the following areas: Vacation Bible School Director, Sunday School 

teachers for our 2, 3, & 4 year old children, and teachers for our 3 

& 4 year old children on Wednesday night.  Please be in prayer 

about these positions and contact the Nominating committee with 

questions: Kevin Calloway, Gala Calloway, Steve Martin, & Kari 

Reeves.  Thank you! 

 

Settle Wedding:  Please join us for the wedding of Missy Settle and 

Michael Orr on Oct. 9 at 2:00pm at PRBC.  Reception immediately 

following.  Please RSVP using the form and white box in the vestibule. 

Deacon Election:  Continue to be in prayer for the calling of our new 

Deacon to fulfill the vacancy left by Brandon Davis. The Deacons wel-

come any recommendations from the congregation and should you 

feel led to make a recommendation please discuss this with the man 

you are recommending. 

NC Missions Offering:  North Carolina Missions Offering (NCMO) is a 

special offering received during the month of September that sup-

ports the ministries of Baptists on Mission, Church Planting, mission 

camps, associational projects and mobilization ministry projects. 

NCMO is your opportunity to impact lostness as God accomplishes 

many wonderful things through these various ministries.  

Ridgefest:  Oct. 16 

Men’s Annual Fishing Trip:  This year will be Oct. 17 to 20th.  We will 

be going to Atlantic Beach.  The cost will be $130 per person and 

includes room, pier passes and 1 pound shrimp.  Money needs to be 

turned in to Robert Hinson by Oct. 3rd.  The sign up sheet is in the 

vestibule.  See Robert for more info.  

Mission Trip:  Nov. 4-6 

 

Tri-C for September: Canned Fruit  Donations:  

Ark Meal for Sep. 21:  Debbie Garner 

 

Service Times 
 

Sunday 
• 10:00 am - Children’s Sunday School  
• 10:00 am - Family Sunday School 
• 10:00 am - Adult Sunday School  
• 11:00 am - Worship Service 
•  

Wednesday 
• 7:00 pm - Children Night Class  

• 7:00 pm - Adult Bible Study  

• 7:00 pm - Youth Bible Study  
 

Telephone 336-874-2875  Email - office@myprbc.net  

www.myprbc.net     

Interim Pastor Dennis Ball 336-262-1740 Cell 336-818-2235      

Assoc/Youth pastor Brandon davis 336-374-0298                                                      

WIFI: Pleasant Ridge, Password:  pleasantridge 

WIFI in Nursery Area: PRBC, Password: pleasantbaptist 

To reduce waste, we will      

continue an Opt-In sign up for 

next year’s weekly tithing       

envelopes.  Please let me know 

if you want to use PRBC Tithing 

Envelopes in 2022.  Sign up in 

the vestibule or call the office or 

email Deaston@myprbc.net.   

THE DEADLINE FOR SIGNING 

UP IS  

SEPTEMBER 30TH.  

THANK YOU! 

PURE WATER  

PURE LOVE  

TOTAL 

OFFERINGS  $955.00 

Covenant Prayer Prompts for the Congregation: 

Pray Luke 10:41-42 

Martha, You are troubled about many things.... But 

one thing is needed and Mary has chosen that 

good part, which will not be taken away from her. 

Father help us to seek Jesus, the good part. 

 

Covenant Prayers for the Pastor Search  

Committee: 

 Lord show us your way, and not our own. 

Ps. 25:12 

What man is he that feareth the LORD?  Him shall 

he teach in the way that he shall choose. 

 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-Questions.html

