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This is the year of Jubilee 
You shall make the fiftieth year holy, and proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a     
jubilee to you; and each of you shall return to his own property, and each of you shall return to his family. That      
fiftieth year shall be a jubilee to you. In it you shall not sow, neither reap that which grows of itself, nor gather from 
the undressed vines. For it is a jubilee; it shall be holy to you. You shall eat of its increase out of the field. In this Year 
of Jubilee each of you shall return to his property. - Leviticus 25-10-13 

The shutdown of the hometown and of United States gives cause to harken back to the little-known Bible story of 
the Jubilee.  

God's people in Old Testament times practiced a national reset every 50 years. With the beginning of the Jubilee 
year work stopped, all debts were forgiven, slaves were freed and property lost by forced sale or other reasons was 
returned to the original owner. Reminiscent of the one-day-a-week Sabbath rest, the Jubilee year called for an entire 
year of rest. 

The Jubilee served as a lesson in personal redemption, with which people could find forgiveness and be allowed to 
start life with a clean slate. 

Imagine practicing Jubilee in our modern, 21st Century economy. We Americans could not do it. We have too many 
bills to pay to take off work for a year, employers would never hire knowing they'd have to pay 52 weeks of paid   
vacation, and you'd never get a 30-year home mortgage with the lender knowing that Jubilee year is drawing near. 

But are you so sure that we could not do it? 

The COVID-19 virus is forcing America into a biblical Jubilee whether we like it or not, whether we know it or not.  

The stay-at-home orders that have been issued by county and city governments in North Carolina and around the 
country are forcing many to stop work, go home to family and take stock of our lives. In biblical terms, we "return to 
property" (home), "return to family" (kids home from school) and "eat of its increase" (live off savings or the kitchen 
pantry). 

"God takes rest seriously," writer Hope Bolinger explained in a christianity.com column on the internet. "He doesn't 
want his people to make work an idol, thinking that if they plant and harvest enough, they can provide for their 
needs on their own. 

"In the same say, he wants us to dedicate time to step away from the computer and spend time in worship instead." 

Not even during the crises of civil and world wars have Americans stepped away and re-evaluated our lives and     
devotion to God as we are doing now. After 9/11, churches bulged only for about a month as shakened Americans 
looked for answers and comfort in the face of terrorism's threat. 

The current virus crisis will last more than a month. We're hearing that a vaccine or other medical treatments to  
protect us from Covid-19 are at least year away.  

How intriguing. We're looking at a virus crisis that will last a year, a Jubilee year. 

They say that this crisis will change America and our lives in ways that we cannot foresee in the heat of this moment. 
Office work will be converted into work from home, permanently, some predict. School work will be converted into 
online instruction, and calls are even out to rethink the time-honored custom of shaking hands. The Bible says "greet 
one another with a holy kiss," but I don't see us going in that direction. Suddenly, elbow bumps don't sound so silly. 

We keep being told repeatedly that we will get through this. And we will.  

But we will get through this via a biblical principle that we've long ignored, but one that will serve us well. 

by Stephen Harris 
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This message is for members only, thank you. 

Informational Memo 

Hello PRBC.  During this difficult and life-altering time that our 

church, community, country and world as a whole are going 

through, we feel like it is important that you the congregation 

remain as informed as possible about what is going on at PRBC.  

We hope everyone knows that while we are not currently able 

to gather as a physical body, PRBC has not ground to a halt.  

The church is still hard at work pursuing our vision as an       

organization and most importantly, God’s will for those that we 

are able to reach.  While member-oriented news and prayer 

requests are still going out regularly via our phone tree system, 

there are certain things that we feel require a bit more         

information and consideration than can be conveyed using this 

system.  As such, we are distributing this informational memo 

to share a few items that we feel are vital to the church’s    

ongoing successful operation. 

1.  Pastor Mitch and family: 

While we feel like this certainly goes without saying, we would 

encourage each and every one of you to continue praying   

diligently and thoughtfully for the Smith Family during this 

most difficult of times. 

2.  Development of on-going methods of worship and growth: 

Messages inspired by God’s holy word will continue to be made 

available online and be ready for viewing on Sunday mornings.  

In addition, plans for Wednesday evening messages are being 

fulfilled at this time.  We encourage you to utilize these        

opportunities for learning, growth, and worship in your own 

home. 

3.  Continued financial support of the church: 

We ask that you please consider options for your continued 

financial support of the church.  At least to some degree, our 

church’s ability to continue the pursuit of our vision depends 

on the financial means to do so.  Our congregation has always 

given faithfully in support of God’s work and we ask that you 

not let our inability to come together as a physical body     

hamper your desire to do so.  Our church secretary is still in the 

office M-Th 9-2, however, in order to limit person-to-person 

contact, we recommend that you simply mail your contribution 

to the church directly.   

4.  Church business – Proposal to purchase land adjoining 

church property 

While we obviously cannot come together as a body for our 

monthly business meetings, there are still items of official 

church business that need to be presented to the church and 

potentially put to a vote.  We are currently working on      

methods of effectively handling these items of business.  The 

first pressing item involves the proposal to purchase land    

adjoining property currently owned by the church.           

PLEASE PICK UP THE INFORMATIONAL MEMO FOR THIS DETAIL.  

There is an Informational Memo document that we ask     

members to pick up at the church for your review and          

consideration.  The memo will be in a plastic sleeve on the 

church office door.  You may also request a copy by email. 

Also at this time, the church office will be closed to walk in 
traffic.  There are plans to have a mail lock box installed on the 
office door in the very near future for your tithes and other 
correspondence.  In the interim, please mail your items to the 
office at 1997 Pleasant Ridge Road, State Road, 28676.  Other-
wise, please call Dana at 336-874-2875 if you need assistance. 

Thank you for your continued prayer and support as we all 
work through these difficult and unique times. 

God's Blessings  April 5, 2020 

Budget Needs:   $6,796.32 

Budget Receipt:   $7,963.00 

Annie Armstrong:   $25.00 

Brotherhood in Memory  $570.00 

Of Cyrus Smith 

 

Budget Needs:   $6,796.32 

Budget Receipt:   $9,022.00 

Annie Armstrong   $106.00 

Brotherhood in Memory  $600.00 

Of Cyrus Smith 

God's Blessings  April 12, 2020 

$981.00 

Tri-C Donations for April:      PRBC  

Donations:  Flour, jello, $201 

Senior Beans & BINGO Night:  Calling all seniors! 

Please come Sat. May 2nd in the fellowship hall     

beginning at 5:00pm.  

PRBC in 2020!:  PRBC is an active church with so 

many great things happening every month that we all 

need to know what’s going on!  Please get your 

events and announcements to Dana Easton for May! 

The Ark Meals: Time to sign up for 2020! There is 

a sign up sheet in the vestibule. See Debbie Garner 

for details and inquires. 

Blessing Box Supplies: The blessing box outside 

the church is being utilized a lot and PRBC is having a 

hard time keeping it full. Would you please consider 

donating non-perishable foods, canned foods, small 

personal care items. While PRBC is closed, please put 

items directly into the box.  Please contact Keely 

Tharpe for donation suggestions and more           

information.   

PRBC Credit Card Holders:  Just a reminder that 

credit card receipts need to be into the office by the 

23rd of each month.  Thank you! 


