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Turn Back to Your First Love:  Living for Christ in Troubled Times 

For the past six months, cities across the United States have burned as violent rioters defaced historical monuments and federal buildings and 
destroyed businesses and police precincts. The daily barrage of chaos, anarchy and violence in the streets reminds me of Thomas Paine’s de-
scription of the days of the Revolutionary War when he wrote, “These are the times that try men’s souls.” 

Two hundred and forty-four years later, Paine’s declaration seems an apt assessment of America in 2020. We’re in a time that’s trying the soul 
of the most blessed nation on earth. Consequently, I believe that Christians need to turn back to their first love. How do we do that? Look up-
ward. Look inward. Look outward. 

Look Upward 
“Instead of perpetually looking down at the viral images of lawlessness on your smartphone, look up and remember that God is still in control.” 

Jesus said in the last days there would be an increase of plagues, wars and rumors of wars, but the most important thing He said is that when 
you see these things begin to happen, look up, for “your redemption is drawing near” (Luke 21:28). Instead of perpetually looking down at the 
viral images of lawlessness on your smartphone, look up and remember that God is still in control. When we view the world from the perspec-
tive of Christ’s imminent return, the daily news should engender hope instead of despair while drawing us ever closer to God and stirring an 
urgency within us to share the Gospel with those far from Him. 

Before I was a Christian, I hated authority. I hated police. I didn’t like people telling me what to do, so in some ways I understand this mindset. 
The rioters are actually not the enemy as much as they are under the control of the enemy. What they need is Jesus. And as Christians, our mis-
sion is always to build bridges and try to engage people in Gospel-centered conversations. Jesus says in John 14:27: “Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” Remember that God 
keeps His Word. Oops is not in His vocabulary. He is not caught off guard or surprised by the chaos. So, keep trusting in God’s Word. Believe 
your beliefs and doubt your doubts. Prayerfully claim God’s promises and then live like you believe them. 

Look Inward 
And while we don’t like the uncertainty of the times physically, socially, politically and economically, the most important measure is, “What are 
these days exposing about us spiritually?” It’s been said that Christians are a lot like tea bags—you don’t know what they’re made of until you 
put them in hot water. For some Christ-followers, it feels like the temperature is scalding. Let’s not forget that the Bible says suffering or the 
testing of our faith “produces endurance” (Romans 5:3). God’s purpose for our trials is not to weaken us but to strengthen us. After all, a faith 
that cannot be tested is a faith that cannot be trusted. 

“When we view the world from the perspective of Christ’s imminent return, the daily news should engender hope instead of despair while 
drawing us ever closer to God and stirring an urgency within us to share the Gospel with those far from Him.” 

Furthermore, God’s promise in 2 Chronicles 7:14—“if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and 
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land”—remains the age-old answer for Ameri-
ca’s ills. 

The healing of our land always starts with God’s people. While some will point fingers at Hollywood, Wall Street, academia, the mainstream 
media, Congress or the White House, God is effectively saying exactly what He has always said in His Word, “the problem is in My House, it’s in 
the church.” And because Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever, His message remains the same for every generation. 

The Old Testament Prophet Daniel provides us a convicting example of how looking inward in light of God’s holiness leads to contrition and 
humble repentance. While the Bible details the shortcomings of Moses, Gideon, Elijah and David, just to name a few, Daniel’s reputation as a 
godly man of prayer and faith is unrivaled. Yet in Daniel chapter 9, we read that the prophet confessed his sins first before interceding for the 
people of Israel in the midst of decades of Babylonian captivity. It’s very easy to point our finger at everybody else, but Daniel, who was clearly a 
very godly man, even saw his own need to repent. As we pray for a spiritual awakening across America, may it be birthed out of a revival in the 
churches rooted in individual repentance. 

Look Outward 
Instead of debating the efficacy of face masks as a deterrent to the spread of COVID-19 or trying to win a political debate, “let us consider how 
to stir up one another to love and good works” (Hebrews 10:24). The Bible says “love is patient and kind” (1 Corinthians 13:4). But the Apostle 
Paul doesn’t just tell us what love is, he tells what love does. It’s one thing to tell someone, “I love you,” but it’s another thing to be patient and 
kind with someone who has offended you or with whom you vehemently disagree. Christians, of all people, should be modeling love, patience 
and long-suffering right now. The reality of love is not what we say, but ultimately what we do. May we not allow the enemy to divide us. We can 
disagree agreeably. And “If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all” (Romans 12:18). The church’s mission is still to go into 
all the world and preach the Gospel. Our goal is to see people come to saving faith in Jesus Christ. And our enemy is the devil. We’re in a time 
that’s trying our soul in America. May we turn back to God as we joyfully and expectantly await Jesus’ return for His bride, the church. 

Greg Laurie is the senior pastor of Harvest Christian Fellowship, Riverside, California. He has authored more than 70 books, including 
“Signs of the Times,” and serves on the board of directors with the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. 
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Have you made a decision for Christ because of what you have 
read here? If so, please click on the "I have accepted Christ 
today" button below. 

If you have any questions, please use the question form 

on our Bible Questions Answered page.  

 

 

Budget Needs:  $7,157.70 

Budget Receipt:  $8,406.00 

In Memory of Bob Thompson: 

    $100.00 

God's Blessings  Feb. 21 2021 

Budget Needs:  $7,157.70 

Budget Receipt:  $8,220.00 

Annie Armstrong:  $100.00 

In Memory of Donald Luffman:  

    $200.00 

VBS Designated:  $100.00 

Youth Designated: $100.00 

 

God's Blessings  Feb. 28, 2021 

Tri-C Donations for Mar: Shampoo Offerings:   

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering:  It is that time of the 

year that we collect an offering that supports our missionaries in 
the United States and Canada.  The Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering for North American Missions is the primary source to 
support mission efforts in North America.  100% of all funds  
received goes to support, train and send our missionaries out 
into the mission field. The offering will be open the entire month 
of March.  Envelopes and prayer guides were distributed in this 
week bulletin.  Please pray what your gift will be this year. 
Thanks in advance for your support. 

Annual Blood Drive:  Mark your calendar for Thursday, April 

1, 2:00 until 6:30 for our annual blood drive.  In order to qualify 

to donate at our drive, February 4 is last day to donate blood. 

Sponsored by the High Spirits.  If you have questions, please 

contact Pat Luffman.  

Bereavement Food Group 2021:  Due to covid, the        

Bereavement Group has been set up for ordering food from Bo 

Jangles and delivering it to the home.  The group whose turn it 

is are splitting the cost of the meal amongst   themselves.  We 

are not able to guess at those who wish to continue on the meal 

preparation committees or adjust the amount of    participation, 

so there will be a signup sheet in the vestibule for all those     

willing to continue or start work on the Funeral meal groups for 

2021.  All help is appreciated as the numbers of cooks has    

dwindled as well as those willing to help.  Please contact Sue 

Blackburn at 336-874-2936 for more info. 

PRBC Events:  Please let Dana know what is coming up at 

PRBC!  Email deaston@myprbc.net or call the church office.  

Thank you! 

The Ark Meals: Time to sign up for the New Year! We are not 

cooking the meals at the Ark, only taking carry out and leaving 

the food with them, so we still need to continue to sign up for 

meals. Please sign up in the vestibule. We take our meal on the 

3rd Tuesday of the month. See Debbie Garner for details and 

inquires. 

Lost & Found:  There is a new Lost & Found box in the      

vestibule.  Please come and retrieve some long-lost items or 

stick your found items in here. 

PRBC Library:  Did you know that we have a fully stocked  

library for both children and adults in the original PRBC      

building?  Come see our books for your reading pleasure!  

Blessing Box Supplies: The blessing box outside the church 

is being utilized a lot and PRBC is  having a hard time keeping it 

full. Would you please consider donating non-perishable foods, 

canned foods, small personal care items. There is tote in the 

vestibule for your donations.  Please contact Keely Tharpe for 

suggestions. and more information.   

PRBC Credit Card Holders:  Just a reminder that credit card 

receipts need to be into the office by the 23rd of each month.  

Thank you! 

Service Times 
Sunday 

• 10:00 am - Family Sunday School 
• 10:00 am - Adult Sunday School  
• 11:00 am - Worship Service 

Wednesday 
• 7:00 pm - Adult Bible Study  

• 7:00 pm - Youth Bible Study  
 
Still want to listen from the 
safety of your car? 
 
Join us at 99.3FM in our parking lot. 

The Ark Meals for March 16 

Vicky Collins 

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for North 

American Missions. 

 The offering will be open the month of March 

 100% of gifts goes to missionaries in the United 

States and Canada, none to administration 

 Mark your tithing envelope, Annie Armstrong       

envelope or a blank envelope and designate 

funds to go to Annie Armstrong 

 Drop your offering off at the church office or 

bring to church on Sunday 

 If you have questions, contact Sharon Smith 

 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-Questions.html

