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On Being a World Christian, Part One  
William Lane Craig  

 

God is on the move in the world today! All across the face of this planet, like a great tide in its ebb and flow, the kingdom of 

light is pushing back the frontiers of darkness. We are living at a point of world history of unprecedented expansion of the 

Christian faith, and huge doors of opportunity stand wide open before us. As I look out at the world today, I am positively 

optimistic about what the future holds. 

Now perhaps this comes as something of a surprise to some of you. As you read the newspapers, it seems like influence 

of Christianity is continually on the wane. The world is going down the drain to hell, and the Church seems powerless to 

stop it! Statistics show that since 1900 the Church in the Western World has been in a state of steady decline. Secularism 

has become the dominant force in the West, shaping its intellectual outlook, its culture, its social values. Meanwhile the 

population of the world is exploding, and it seems like it’s impossible for the spread of the gospel to keep up. It all seems 

so hopeless. 

Well, if that’s how it seems to you, then I’ve got great news! For the truth of the matter is that we are players in the greatest 

drama the world has ever seen, a part of the greatest movement in the history of mankind, which is continuing to spread 

and change lives across the surface of the globe. The pessimistic, defensive attitude that characterizes many Western 

Christians is largely due, I think, to a sort of near-sightedness which focuses only on what is happening in our immediate 

here and now, and so fails to stand back and see the broader picture that God is painting. It’s due to just ignorance of the 

facts of church history and contemporary demographics. 

Look back with me, then, over the last twenty centuries of the existence of the Christian faith and ask what we see. Let’s 

take a bird’s-eye view, so as to see the grand sweep of world history without getting bogged down in the details. What we 

see is simply stunning. We see the hugest, most successful movement in the history of mankind. From its humble begin-

nings in the three year ministry of an obscure Galilean preacher, Christianity has spread throughout the world, so that to-

day over 1 1/2 billion people at least claim to be Christians, thus making Christianity the world’s largest religion. Today 

about one-third of the world’s population claims adherence to Christianity, in comparison with 21% to Islam, 13% to Hindu-

ism, 6% to Buddhism, and so forth. The great Yale church historian Kenneth Scott Latourette summed it up nicely when he 

wrote, “The most thought-provoking set of facts in human history is that in spite of its seemingly absurdly inauspicious 

start, within five centuries Christianity won the professed allegiance of the overwhelming majority of the Greco-Roman 

world, that it survived the demise of that world, and that within nineteen centuries . . . it penetrated to practically every cor-

ner of the inhabited globe and became a moulding force in every great cultural area of mankind.” 

As we look back over the history of this remarkable movement, it’s instructive to see how it spread. The growth of Christi-

anity has been compared to a huge incoming tide which advances and retreats, advances and retreats, but progressively 

gains ground over time. 

The first period of advance spanned the first five centuries after Christ. From a persecuted splinter religion of Judaism, 

Christianity grew until it supplanted the religions of Greece and Rome and became the state religion of the Roman Empire. 

But even this incredible triumph did not guarantee that Christianity would survive the decline and fall of Rome. 
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Have you made a decision for Christ because of what you have 
read here? If so, please click on the "I have accepted Christ 
today" button below. 

If you have any questions, please use the question form 

on our Bible Questions Answered page.  

 

 

Budget Needs:   $7,157.70 

Budget Receipt:   $6,402.13 

 

 

God's Blessings  Apr. 18, 2021 

Budget Needs:   $7,157.70 

Budget Receipt:   $7,083.00 

 

  

           

       

God's Blessings  Apr. 25, 2021 

Tri-C Donations for Apr: Canned Meat Offerings:   

Choir Practice:  Has started up again.  We welcome you on 

Wednesdays at 6:15 pm. 

Fellowship Trip:  There will be a church fellowship trip to YMCA 

Camp Harrison on Sunday, May 2.  All attendees will leave  

directly following church, to enjoy a time of fishing, hiking, 

archery, ropes course, zip lining, and so forth from 1:00pm - 

6:00pm.  The cost is $25 per person.  See Sam Comer to sign 

up!    

Wed. Study Night:   New Bible Study starts May 5th.  “Genesis:  

The Creation Revelation.”  Please join us! 

Ark Meal for May 18:  Arona Boles 

Operation Christmas Child:  There’s a special summer oppor-

tunity for volunteers to come and build shoeboxes this      

summer.  Our church will be going to the Charlotte Processing 

Center to work on June 12 from 3-6pm.  Volunteers must be 

13 years of age or older.  Please sign up in the vestibule, or 

see Kevin Calloway for more details. 

 

The Ark Meals: We are not cooking the meals at the Ark, only 

taking carry out and leaving the food with them, so we still 

need to continue to sign up for meals. Please sign up in the 

vestibule. We take our meal on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. 

See Debbie Garner for details and inquires. 

Lost & Found:  There is a new Lost & Found box in the vesti-

bule.  Please come and retrieve some long-lost items or stick 

your found items in here. 

PRBC Library:  Did you know that we have a fully stocked   

library for both children and adults in the original PRBC      

building?  Come see our books for your reading pleasure!  

Blessing Box Supplies: The blessing box outside the church is 

being utilized a lot and PRBC is  having a hard time keeping it 

full. Would you please consider donating non-perishable foods, 

canned foods, small personal care items. There is tote in the 

vestibule for your donations.  Please contact Keely Tharpe for 

suggestions. and more information.   

PRBC Credit Card Holders:  Just a reminder that credit card 

receipts need to be into the office by the 23rd of each month.  

Thank you! 

Service Times 
Sunday 

• 10:00 am - Family Sunday School 
• 10:00 am - Adult Sunday School  
• 11:00 am - Worship Service 

Wednesday 
• 7:00 pm - Adult Bible Study  

• 7:00 pm - Youth Bible Study  
 
Still want to listen from the 
safety of your car? 
 
Join us at 99.3FM in our parking lot. 

Telephone 336-874-2875   

Email - office@myprbc.net    www.myprbc.net     

Interim Pastor Dennis Ball 

336-262-1740 Cell 336-818-2235                                                           

WIFI: Pleasant Ridge, Password:  pleasantridge 

WIFI in Nursery Area: PRBC,  

Password: pleasantbaptist 

PRBC Events:  Please let Dana know 

what is coming up at PRBC!  Email 

deaston@myprbc.net or call the 

church of fice.  Thank you! 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-Questions.html

