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Final Words 
 
 Seven and a half years ago, we drove down Forest Dr. and as we came around the curve we smiled as we 
read the signs, stuck in the ground, “Welcome To The Ridge!”  Who knew how much life was going to change during 
those years?  Now, I’m sitting at my desk trying to find the words for my last newsletter article.  I cannot think of  
anything better to say, than, Lindsey and I love each of you so much!  With us not having family here in town, you 
really have become our family!  Thank you all so much for opening your homes, (RVs), lives and hearts to us.  You are 
truly ‘family!’ 
 But this is not the end!  God is not finished with us nor is He finished with you.  If all you remember from this 
past seven and a half years is a crazy, bald headed, tie dye wearing youth pastor, and his      wonderful wife and 3 
silly kids, then these years have been wasted.  So please listen, not to my words but to God’s.   
 
“How lovely are Your dwelling places, O LORD of hosts!  My soul longed and even yearned for the courts of the LORD; 
My heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God… For the LORD God is a sun and shield; The LORD gives grace and 
glory; No good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly.  O LORD of hosts, How blessed is the man who 

trusts in You!” 
Psalm 84:1-2,11-12 

 
 This world is a beautiful place and there is no place like State Road, NC, but even here with its beauty with 
such wonderful people, it pales in comparison to a single second in the courts of God’s Kingdom.  Please do not 
waste a moment desiring this earth or the things of it.  My prayer for you is that you will long and even yearn for the 
presence of God!  He alone is a sun and shield!  He alone is the giver of grace and glory.  This world promises heaven 
on earth but it cannot even provide a flickering flame in comparison to the sun of God’s presence!  The protection 
this world offers is of no avail to the flaming darts of Satan.  It is God’s shield of faith that will extinguish those darts.  
This world cannot protect us from the violence and sickness that surrounds us.  Only God can deliver us to His 
blessed courts.  And it is only through His grace that we can receive the salvation which brings not our glory but His.  
We are fallen and wretched but for those who trust in Him, He will not withhold any good thing.  If at this moment 
your heart is not overflowing with gratitude and love, then I would dare say you do not know the God of Heaven’s 
courts.  I cannot tell you what it will be like in the presence of the Almighty, but I can tell you this, we will not be  
concerned about COVID!  When the Spirit of God is before us, we will not worry about wars and rumors of war!  
When we walk with Jesus down the golden streets, we will not be focused on the gold but on the nail pierced feet 
which walk on those streets!  Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church, lift up your heads!  We live in a fallen world but we do 
not live defeated!  The very same Father, Son and Spirit that rain down glory in the courts of Heaven are the very 
same Ones who dwell within our hearts!  He is a sun and shield and the   giver of grace of glory!  Know Him, Trust 
Him, Live for Him this day!  I write this with a lot of exclamation points because I cannot help but long for the     
Heavenly courts of the LORD, but just as much I yearn for His holy presence today!  Do not long for this world and do 
not worry about the evil in it.  Our sun and shield, grace and glory, comes from the Most High and all the powers of 
Satan cannot overturn a single ounce of it!  Choose this day whom you will serve, God or this world?   As for me and 
my house, we cannot help but long and yearn for the dwelling places of the LORD!  May you likewise cling to Jesus!  
We love you all and we are praying for you.  My phone, email and front door are always open to you.  May God bless 
you all! 
 
jason 
Eph. 5:1 
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Have you made a decision for Christ because of what you have 
read here? If so, please click on the "I have accepted Christ 
today" button below. 

If you have any questions, please use the question form 

on our Bible Questions Answered page.  

 

 

Budget Needs:   $6,796.32 

Budget Receipt:   $12,594.00 

Lottie Moon Offering:  $40.00 

God's Blessings  Dec. 6, 2020 

Budget Needs:   $6,796.32 

Budget Receipt:   $7,831.00 

Lottie Moon Offering:  $400.00 

God's Blessings  Dec. 13, 2020 

 

Tri-C Donations for Dec.:  Jello, Pudding   Offerings:   

Operation North State was awed by the generosity 
of our church. With COVID-19, donations were down 
but God used us to fill a void. We presented them 
$1125.00 and a truck full of goodies for our much 
deserving Veterans. The workers wanted you all to 

know how much they appreciated your gifts! 
 

Saturate USA update: Thank you to all those who have 

helped pass out packets with a Gospel DVD, Tract, and letter 

from our church in our community. The goal of this project was 

to get the gospel into every home in the Elkin and State Road 

zip codes. We know that many homes in these zip codes     

faithfully attend church. Please fill free to pass this packet on to a 

family member or co-worker who does not attend church. We 

are thankful for Stone's Throw Christian ministries heading this 

up and allowing us to be a part spreading the good news of the 

Gospel. 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International   

Missions:  The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering® is an annual   

offering collected by believers around the world to support   

international missions.  The offering was officially named in 1918 

by Woman’s Missionary Union in honor of the missionary to  

China who urged churches to start it and give sacrificially. This 

offering is unique from other mission offerings in that 100% of 

gifts provide for missionaries all over the world.  It is a valuable 

part of Southern Baptists’ 175-year history of reaching the     

nations with the gospel and vital to reaching the vision of a  

multitude from every language, people, tribe and nation    

knowing and worshiping our Lord Jesus Christ (Revelation 7:9)  

Please read and pray for the missionaries listed in the prayer 

guide and use the offering envelope for your gift.  The offering 

will remain open the entire month of December. Thanks in    

advance for your much appreciated support!  Please see Sharon 

Smith for more information. 

New Bible Study:  On Wednesdays in December, we will start 

a new Bible Study:  “God’s Forever Family Care Plan”.  Make sure 

you don’t miss this weekly study. 

 

Christmas Office Hours: The office will be closed on Dec. 24 

in observance of Christmas. It will reopen on  Monday, Dec. 28. 

Local Ministry Opportunities:  Please consider an end-of-

year donation. Our church actively participates with multiple  

local ministries and outreach opportunities.  Each of the minis-

tries listed below are near our church and are supported by our 

budget.  They also are in need of  ongoing prayer support and 

volunteers.  It is not a question of if you may help, but where 

you may help! 

Lifeline Pregnancy Help Center, Tri-C Ministries (Food/basic 

needs), The Ark (Family Shelter) Stone’s Throw (Provide 

goods and services to other agencies), Your   Father’s House 

(Recovery home for men). 

 

Lost & Found:  There is a new Lost & Found box in the      

vestibule.  Please come and retrieve some long-lost items or 

stick your found items in here. 

PRBC Library:  Did you know that we have a fully stocked  

library for both children and adults in the original PRBC       

building?  Come see our books for your reading pleasure!  

Blessing Box Supplies: The blessing box outside the church 

is being utilized a lot and PRBC is having a hard time keeping it 

full. Would you please consider donating non-perishable foods, 

canned foods, small personal care items. There is tote in the 

vestibule. Please contact Keely Tharpe for suggestions.   

 

The Ark Meals for December 15 

Anita Darnell 

Thank you Pastor Jason and the Lawson  

family for being such a wonderful part of our 

lives.  You will be missed! 

The PRBC Tellers are asking PRBC 

members to include their tithing 

envelope  

number on loose checks  

given in the offering.  Thank you! 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-Questions.html

